
www.pharmacycouncil.org.nz                                                                                 5 
 
 

Covid-19 - Anti-Vaccination Statement 
The Dental and Medical Council have issued a joint statement regarding the expectations for 
their respective practitioners. See the Pharmacy Council’s statement, expanding on the 
responsibilities for pharmacists below.  

 
Pharmacy Council guidance statement on vaccination  

against COVID-19 and your professional responsibilities 
Vaccination is a crucial part of the New Zealand public health response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Health practitioners have the responsibility to help protect their tangata whaiora 
and the wider community by getting their own COVID-19 vaccination. By protecting 
themselves, they will not only protect their own families and colleagues but ensure they are 
healthy and able to provide health services to their tangata whaiora in a time of crisis. 

In line with other responsible authorities, the Pharmacy Council has the explicit expectation 
that all pharmacists will take up the opportunity to be vaccinated, unless medically 
contraindicated. 

Professional and ethical duty: 

Pharmacists have an ethical and 
professional obligation to protect and 
promote the health of their tangata 
whaiora and the public, and to participate 
in government led public health 
interventions. Vaccination will play a 
critical role in protecting the health of the 
New Zealand public by reducing the 
community risk of acquiring and 
transmitting COVID-19. 

Patient/ tangata whaiora rights: 

Additionally, tangata whaiora have the 
Right to be fully informed (Right 6, Code of 
Health & Disability Services Consumers’ 
Rights). Tangata whaiora are entitled to 
information that a reasonable consumer, 
in their circumstances, would expect to 
receive. Pharmacists should be prepared 
to provide accurate and complete 
information to tangata whaiora if asked 
about their own vaccination status, to 
enable them to make an informed decision 
on their own level of possible and 
expected risks. 

Evidence-based advice: 

All pharmacists have the professional 
responsibility to provide evidence-based 
advice about COVID-19 vaccinations to 
those who ask. That advice must be 
critically appraised and make a 
conscientious, explicit, and judicious use 
of the best available current research. You 
should be prepared and able to discuss 

evidence-based information about 
vaccinations and its benefits and risks to 
assist informed decision making. There is 
information on the Ministry of Health 
(MOH) website to support engagement 
with staff or colleagues who may be 
hesitant about getting a vaccine. 

Addressing vaccine hesitancy: 

As a pharmacist you already know the 
importance and success of vaccinations 
as part of previous global public health 
interventions to reduce and even eradicate 
diseases. 'Vaccine hesitancy' is an 
emerging concern in relation to COVID-19, 
where individuals who generally accept 
the principle of vaccination hold concerns 
about the safety of COVID-19 vaccines or 
the need for vaccination against COVID-
19. 

Making an informed decision: 

Pharmacists have an important role to 
play in addressing vaccination hesitancy. 
While respecting an individual's right to 
choose, including the right to refuse 
vaccination, you have an obligation to 
explain the risks and benefits of 
vaccination both for that individual and for 
society at large. You should do this by 
seeking to understand the reason for their 
hesitancy and by providing information 
that is impartial, relevant, up-to-date, and 
independent of your personal views to 
address their concerns and help them 
make an informed decision

. 
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Further information 

The responsibilities outlined in this statement are described in the Code of Ethics 2018 
(COE) and Competence Standards for the Pharmacy Profession (CS), including: 

COE Principle 2 & clause D: A pharmacist practises and promotes patient-centred care. 

A pharmacist explains the options available, including the risks and benefits, by providing 
information that is impartial, relevant, up-to-date and independent of any personal 
commercial considerations to help patients make informed decisions. 

CS Domain O2: Public healthcare 

The Domain encompasses the pharmacist’s awareness of, and contribution to public and 
preventative health activities, directed at both communities and at individuals. As members 
of the healthcare team, pharmacists help focus attention on the prevention and management 
of diseases and other health conditions through the promotion of healthy communities, 
individuals and environments. Pharmacists provide information, advice and education on 
health awareness, healthy lifestyles and wellness, and disease prevention and management. 

 


