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25 September 2022

To whom it may concern 
Coroners Amendment Bill - Submissions
1. A purpose of the Coroners Act 2006 requires the coroner to investigate sudden deaths and make recommendations or comments that, if drawn to public attention, may reduce the chances of similar deaths. 

2. I oppose the Coroners Amendment Bill, which will allow the coroner to record the cause of death as "unascertained natural causes" if the coroner considers that: 

(a) the death is from natural causes; and
(b) no further investigation is required.

3. The coroner is not required to consider any set factors when making this decision or provide information regarding the circumstances of the death if the coroner considers there is no public interest in doing so. 

4. A coroner has legal, not medical, qualifications. A pathologist should be involved in the decision to understand the cause and circumstances of the death. 

5. Two of the stated purposes of the Bill are to enable families and whānau to receive a coroner's findings sooner and free up the coroners' time to work on reducing the number of active coronial cases. While I appreciate the importance of these two purposes, there is a real risk that the amendment will result in sudden deaths not being investigated. 

6. The proposed amendment does not serve the public interest given that: 

(a) Sudden Adult Death Syndrome ("SADS") is being reported worldwide; and
(b) There is a sudden increase in all-cause mortality. 

7. Eurostate is the statistical office of the European Union. Eurostate reports that excess mortality climbed to +16% in July 2022 from +7% in June and May. The percentage represents around 53 000 additional deaths in July this year compared with the monthly averages for 2016-2019[footnoteRef:1]." Professor John Gibson[footnoteRef:2] recently reviewed excess deaths per week in New Zealand from April 2020 through July 2022. Professor Gibson found that there had been almost 3000 excess deaths in eight months, representing a 13% increase.  [1:  https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/ddn-20220916-1]  [2:  https://www.nzcpr.com/best-in-show/
] 


8. As the increase in all-cause mortality can not be explained by Covid-19 deaths, the coroner needs to consider the impact of the vaccine. The vaccine is known to cause death and result in diseases which can lead to death. 

9. Before releasing the vaccine in New Zealand, the advisory group understood that significant delayed adverse consequences of vaccination could occur within two months of vaccine receipt. Following the rollout of the mass vaccination, the Coroner's Court advised the MOH that the timeframe could be as long as 93 days following vaccination. 
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10. Given that the Government and the Coroner's Court agree that death following the vaccination may occur up to 93 days after the administration of the vaccine, every SADS death should be investigated to preserve the integrity of the coronial system. 

Yours sincerely 

[Name]  
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IX.  SELECTED INITIAL ADVISORY GROUP COMMENTS

Responses o an early request (with very ifited nformation) for advice from the Medsae
COVID-19 Vaceine Advisory Commiliee have inciuded the following
(Covid-19 vaccines can be expected ot to provide ong term prolection - thé need for booster
doses can be expected. (For vFal vectored vaceines, heterologous boosting may be needed)
Sigificant delayed adverse bansequences of vaccinatio. generally, are very uncommon. For
‘example, a recent aticle Nghlighted vaccines that had been withdrawn for safety concerns. Al
of the events,resultin in wilhdrawal, occurred within 2 months of vaccine feceipt (Reid S
Vaccine Safety NZM) 21 February 2020 Vol 133 No 1610, www.nzma org nzjoural-
articesivaccine.afely). Possible delayed AES could inciude:

= VAERDh specific age groups (eg geriatic, ediatric)or i individuals with uncommon

‘Combrbictes (eg autoimmurity / mmune deficency)
« < Guilain Barre Syndrome

+ narcolepsy.
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From: Tutton, Coroner
Sent: Monday, 23 August 2021 5:46 pm

To: Andrew_connolly@moh.govt.nz; Deborah Woodley <Deborah.Woodley@health.govt.nz>; Jane Kelley
<lane Kelley@health.govt.nz>

Cc: Wilkinson, Bradley <Bradley. Wilkinson@justice govt.nz>

Subject: Covid vaccination information for coroners please

Kia ora,

Last week, Bradley Wilkinson of the Ministry of Justice emailed you Dr Connolly to request information that is
important for coroners making decisions relating to post-mortem examinations of deceased people who have had
covid vaccinations recently.

Bradley wrote:
Yesterday at the Clinical Governance Group there were discussions regarding deaths after a Covid Vaccination. Are
You able to please provide any guidance to the below?

Has the MOH adopted a particular timeframe?

Information/advice for c¢ importance of the public health information likely to be obtained as
a result of post-mortem examinations conducted on deceased known to have had a recent Covid
vaccination (to assist coroners to balance the rights of families who object to a post mortem and the public
interest in determining whether the vaccination caused or contributed to the death)
Are there arrangements that will enable pathologists/coroners to get access to the central vaccination
register to determine whether and, if so, when, where and with what deceased people have been
vaccinated

«  Is there a communication channel between coroners and the Ministry of Health re: Covid related matters

«  Information as to the current vaccination policy/framework of the vaccination system — e.g. is all vaccinating
being done via the DHBs s0 that info required by coroners will be held by individual DHBs?

No reply has been received.

| appreciate that the Ministry has a lot on its

Ihave included Ms Woodley and Ms Kelley in this email as those named as Ministry contact points in the MOU
between the Chief Coroner and the Ministry in relation to covid-19 matters.

Many thanks for your assistance,
Anna Tutton

&

Deputy Chif Coroner A Tutton
CORONERS COURT  pehuy Cief o

Te Katl Kaitirotiro Matewhawhat!

Christchurch, New Zealand
www justice govt.nz
2




